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il futuro dei pneumatici fuori uso, oggi

Ecopneus scpa
Via Messina, 38 – Torre B
20154 Milano (MI)
Tel. +39 02 92 970 1
Fax. +39 02 92 970 299
www.ecopneus.it

An important notice for operators receiving ELT and/or their 

derivates for Recovering (without shredding)

The national system for the integrated management of End-of-Life Tyres (ELT) in the replacement mar-
ket, based on the principle of tyre manufacturers’ and importers’ responsibility, is started the september 
7 as already has happened in the majority of European Countries, since many years. 

As a consequence, Ecopneus started ELT collection, processing and recovering, beginning with a cen-
sus of the players in the ELT chain in order to prepare a cooperation plan, valid for the entire Country.

1. The innovation of the Law

Shortly, with the publication of the Ministerial Decree 82/2011 in the Gazzetta Ufficiale, the article 228 
of the so-called Environmental Code (Legislative Decree 152/2006), concerning ELT, is come into force. 

The article 228 has established the principles concerning the management of ELT, assigning their re-
sponsibility to manufacturers and importers who, in order to respect these obligations, will apply an “en-
vironmental contribution” to each tyre sold on the domestic market, starting from the date established 
in the Decree itself.

It should be noted that other laws regulate important aspects of the ELT management, including:
•	 priority in the management (hierarchy) of processing and recovering operations
•	 classification of re-usable and re-tradable tyres (PU) as products and therefore not waste
•	 criteria for producing Secondary Raw Materials
•	 operators authorisations for collecting, storing, transporting, processing and recovering operations
•	 traceability and reporting criteria

The issue of the expected Decree will also define the procedures for organising the management, crea-
ting and operating the “associated structures”; to them, tyre manufacturers and importers can delegate 
both their own obligations regarding management of ELT originating from the replacement market as 
well as the activities for processing ELT coming from ELV demolition.

Bicycles and airplanes tyres are excluded (together with “solid tyres”, rubber caterpillars, inner tubes, 
flaps and gaskets).

2. Ecopneus

Bridgestone, Continental, Goodyear Dunlop, Marangoni, Michelin and Pirelli have therefore founded a 
non-profit limited company – Ecopneus scpa – with the objective of initiating its own scheme for ma-
naging ELT, implementing current laws and thus continuing the long-standing cooperation in this area, 
started in 1994.

Ecopneus, as a consequence, since the date indicated in the Decree from the 7th september 2011 
manages collection and recovery of ELT, deriving from replacement operations made after the entry into 
force of the Decree itself, on the entire domestic territory and till the achievement of a quantity of ELT 
equal to the quantity that has been introduced on the replacement market in the previous year by the 
shareholders and by those who have freely decided to use its ELT management service. 

Ecopneus, in the short term, has the following objectives:
•	 complete coverage of the whole Italian territory by using existing qualified collecting operators;
•	 guarantee of collection from all operators of the replacement market who formally require to join 

Ecopneus organisation (tyre dealers, garages, mechanics, fleets maintenance departments);
•	 possible intervention on request at vehicle demolition sites, at the conditions established in the 

Decree itself;
•	 forwarding to the recovery, of all ELT collected, having signed agreements with authorised compa-
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nies who have expressed specific interest in cooperation;
•	 commitment to ensure an adequate processing capacity for achieving its own objectives, guaran-

tee of a constant flow to shredding sites and identification of possible alternative destinations for 
materials derived from ELT; in this regard, the combination of material and energy recovery is con-
sidered fundamental to the achievement of the annual target of “100% recovered”;

•	 management and monitoring of ELT and their derivates up to their transformation in Secondary Raw 
Materials or up to the end of waste status;

•	 high overall efficiency and traceability of collecting and recovering operations;
•	 rationalisation of the number of companies directly involved in the cooperation with Ecopneus, in 

order to ensure efficiency and effectiveness;
•	 commitment to gradual management of the passage from the current situation of free market to a 

new system of regulated transactions (manufacturers’ responsibility)

3. Recovery program

Ecopneus will not directly carry out operational activities but will instead implement a cooperation plan 
with companies already operating in Italy, whilst maintaining the commitment of controlling the process 
up to the point in which ELT and their derivates have been recovered.

4. Notification of interest in recovery activities

Companies interested in obtaining ELT or derivates to be used as either material or energy recovery, 
should notify their interest for a contractual relationship by registering in the AREA ISCRIZIONE OPE-
RATORI of the web site www.ecopneus.it.

The following information must be provided:
•	 profile of the Company and its operational sites with the most significant data and information;
•	 owned authorisations;
•	 quantity and types of ELT and/or their derivates received during the last three years, as listed by 

official Company documents;
•	 storage capacity according to authorisations and organisation.

Next steps

Those notifying their interest and documenting the possession of suitable characteristics as specified 
above, will be sent the service specifications.

In the subsequent phases for operators selection, it will be given priority to companies with:
1.	 specific experience in the last three years;
2.	 coherency between requests and organisation ability to report the flow of recovered material, ac-

counting transparency, possession of quality certifications (such as ISO or EMAS);
3.	 presentation of Chamber of Commerce certification with anti-mafia notice; absence of critical and 

negative events in the Company’s history;
4.	 most competitive economic factors whilst respecting the conditions indicated in the previous points.

Warning

False information and declarations can lead to cancellation of the service, either if it is just stated or 
running, and may also lead to claim for compensation of damages where caused.

For further details, please contact: 

Numero Verde

800-037606


